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REPORT. 


Hon. Miguel A. Otero, Governor of New Mexico. 

Sir: Incompliance with your request we beg leave to sub- 
mit to you report of the Sheep Sanitary Board of New Mex- 
ico for the period from November 30, 1902, up and includ- 
ing November 30, 1904. 

In accordance with an Act of Congress passed in January, 
1903, and an Act of the Territorial Legislative Assembly in 
March of the same year, the board discontinued the making 
of inspections for health of sheep for interstate shipment 
when the same had been inspected by an Inspector of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry, but continued its inspection as 
to ear marks and brands of all sheep coming into, and going 
out of the territory, which reports of its inspectors are on 
file in the office of the board. 

The board has not as yet received complete reports on 
sheep going out of the territory during the month of Novem- 
ber, 1904, but reports already in show the number which 
have left the territory during the period covered by this re- 
port to be 1,244,636. To which figure should be added prob- 
ably between seventy-five and one hundred thousand of 
which the board has not yet received reports. 

Sheep coming into the territory during the same period 
amount to 19,000. 

Some two years since the board commenced trying the 
plan of placing in one or two districts salaried inspectors who 
would devote their entire time and attention to range inspec- 
tion of sheep and especially to the eradicating of the disease 
of scabies from the flocks of sheep in their districts. This 
of course necessitated the discontinuing of local range in- 
spectors who in many cases were the owners of sheep. The 
board has found this plan highly successful and in the dis- 
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tricts where salaried inspectors have been employed for two 
years there exists but very little scab among sheep. 

The summer of 1903 was the beginning of the longest pe- 
riod of severe drouth that New Mexico has known in the past 
twenty-five years. This drouth was general and prevailed 
throughout nearly all sections of the territory, continuing un- 
til July and August of 1904, having covered in most sections 
a period of from twelve to thirteen months. Sheep through. 
out New Mexico suffered severely during this ‘period and the 
per cent. of loss(was large and especially soas to the lamb 
crop for the spritig of 1904; the per cent. of lambs raised be 
ing very small. 

On account of this drouth but very little could be done to- 
wards improving the sanitary condition of sheep during the 
spring and summer of 1904. 

In the late summer of 1904 the department of agriculture 
promulgated anorder classifying New Mexico as an infected 
district and requiring all sheep leaving the territory for pur- 
poses other than immediate slaughter to be dipped under the 
supervision of inspectors of the bureau of animal industry. 
This order was immediately followed by a call on the author- 
ities in New Mexico to adopt vigorous measures for the pur- 
pose of eradicating scab from the flocks of sheep in New 
Mexico, otherwise that department would be compelled to 
place the territory under quarantine and prohibit the taking 
of sheep out of New Mexico. 

The board met with the representatives of the department 
of agriculture and a plan for the eradication of the disease of 
scabies from the flocks of New Mexico was adopted, and the 
following order issued which was mailed to all the sheep men 
in New Mexico and was also published in the English and 
Spanish papers of the territory. 

“The Department of Agriculture of the United States has 
notified the Sheep Sanitary Board of this territory that im- 
mediate and vigorous action must be taken by the board for 
the eradication of scab from the flocks in the territory and 
demands that all sheep within this territory be dipped within 
the shortest practicable period of time, or otherwise New 
Mexico will be quarantined and no sheep permitted to enter 
or leave the same. 


REPORT OF SHEEP SANITARY BOARD. 5 


rt is ordered by this board, and sheep growers are notified, 
‘that all sheep within New Mexico having the disease of 

scabies must be dipped immediately and a second dipping 
given ten days after the first, and that sheep which do not 
have scab must be dipped at least once, between now and 
October 20, 1904, but only when sheep are dipped under 
the supervision of an inspector will the dipping be recognized 
as a compliance with this order. Toinsure the presence of 
an inspector at your place of dipping, you shóuld give the 
Secretary of the Sheep Sanitary Board at Albuquerque as 
long a notice as possible of the time and place where you wish 
to dip so that an inspector may be notified to be present. 
Owners of public dipping places are required before opening 
the same for dipping, to make application to the secretary of 
this board and to obtain a permit to open the same. United 
States Goverment inspectors will supervise dll dippings and 
only such dips or medicines as are approved by the Bureau 
of Animal Industry will be recognized. 

“Our inspectors have been instructed strictly to enforce 
this order, and any failure to comply therewith, will subject 
the owner of such sheep to a heavy fine.” 

At the tims of the adoption of this order the board was 
promised by the Bureau of Animal Industry a sufficient 


corps of inspectors to carry out the order so that all sheep | 


in New Mexico could be promptly dipped under the super- 
` vision of the inspectors of that bureau. 

This board immediately employed acorps of competent 
salaried range inspectors with instructions to such inspec- 
tors to strictly enforce the order of the board and to at once 
order in for the first and second dipping all scabby sheep in 
the territory. After the commencement of work by these 
inspectors the board was overwhelmed with applications for 
inspectors to supervise the dippings and for opening public 
dips. Dr. Louis Metsker who had been appointed by the 
Bureau of Animal Industry Inspector in Charge for New 
Mexico as well as Arizona encountered great difficulty in 
having detailed sufficient inspectors to carry out the order, 
and this trouble was greatly augmented by great floods 
throughout the territory and adjoining states during 
September and October, which washed out tailroad tracks 
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and made it impossible for inspectors detailed from other 
parts of the United States to getinto New Mexico. These 
, foods also destroyed dipping plants, resorvoirs, etc., at such 
plants. Considerable difficulty was also encountered bya 
shortage of sulphur in the territory with no trains running 
to bring itin. These unexpected obstacles caused the board 
to extend the: time in which all sheep were required to be 
dipped from October 20 to December 1 

During the period of time since August 23 up to the 
present time the work of dipping sheep has been vigorously 
prosecuted and it is hoped that before December ends that 
all sheep in New Mexico will have received at least one dip. 
ping under the supervision of inspectors of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry or of this board, and that all scabby sheep 
will have been dipped twice. 

In carrying on this work the board has met with the 
hearty and active co-operation of the sheep growers, with 
possibly a few exceptions, and it is believed that the import. 
ance of the measures taken and the value that will result to 
the sheep growers can hardly be overestimated. 

During the past two years the board has caused the re 
turn to the proper owners of about two thousand stray sheep 
while the stealing of sheepis becoming less and less every 
year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SOLOMON LUNA, 
Harry F. LEE, President. 
Secretary. 


